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LEESVILLE LAKE FISHING MAP Publication 254
(R209)

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE
Ohio Department of Natural Resources

LEESVILLE LAKE
Carroll County

1,011 Acres of Fishing Water
28 Miles of Shoreline
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Leesville Lake is located in southw
estern Carroll County and is approxim

ately tw
o m

iles southeast of Sherrodsville 
on County Road 22 and five m

iles south of Carrollton on State Route 332.  
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The M

uskingum
 W

atershed Conservancy D
istrict w

as organized under state law
 in 1933 for the prim

ary purposes 
of flood control, conservation, and recreation.  The first w

aters to form
 the perm

anent lakes w
ere im

pounded in 
1938.  In 1939, the flood control aspect becam

e the responsibility of the U
nited States A

rm
y Corps of Engineers 

as part of the O
hio-M

ississippi Flood Control Program
.

The D
ivision of W

ildlife is responsible for all hunting and fishing in the D
istrict’s 54,000 acres of land and 

w
ater.  There are 16,000 acres of M

uskingum
 W

atershed Conservancy D
istrict lakes w

ith 365 m
iles of shoreline 

for the anglers to enjoy.

Leesville Lake w
as constructed across M

cG
uire Creek in 1938 just below

 the north and south forks and is w
ithin 

one of the w
ooded hill regions of the M

uskingum
 W

atershed Conservancy D
istrict.  This area surrounding 

Leesville Lake w
as enhanced by the extensive pine tree plantings that occurred.  The 27 m

iles of shoreline offer 
scenic beauty that can best be enjoyed by boating since roads do not encircle this lake.

W
ater storage began in the late 1930s, but for som

e period, due to m
echanical issues w

ith the dam
 hydraulic 

system
s, the lake level w

as kept below
 16 feet.  Public angling officially w

as perm
itted beginning in Septem

ber 
1940.  The m

axim
um

 depth of Leesville Lake is 40 feet and this lake contains 1,011 acres.  Boats are allow
ed 

w
ith a m

axim
um

 of 10 horsepow
er.
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Fish species that are found in Leesville Lake include m
uskellunge, saugeye, largem

outh bass, yellow
 perch, 

bluegill, black and w
hite crappie, channel catfish, brow

n bullhead, N
orthern pike, pum

pkinseed sunfish, and 
carp.  A

dvanced fingerling m
uskellunge (9-11”) and fingerling saugeye (1”+) are stocked annually by the O

hio 
D

ivision of W
ildlife.  Channel catfish yearlings (9”) are also stocked in odd-num

bered years by the D
ivision 

of W
ildlife. 
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M

uskellunge are oftentim
es caught on large crank baits that are cast during the 

spring and fall or trolled during the sum
m

er m
onths.  Spinner baits or jerk baits 

are good casting lures as w
ell for this top predator.  A

 w
ire leader or very high pound 

test m
onofilam

ent leader is a m
ust, since m

uskellunge have an array of sharp teeth that w
ill cut fishing line 

instantly.  Saugeye are taken by drifting, trolling, or casting.  N
ightcraw

ler harnesses, m
innow

s, crank baits, 
and jigs are all effective for tem

pting saugeye.  Largem
outh bass and bluegill can be caught close to shore, 

especially during the spring and again in the fall.  Spinner baits, surface lures, and plastic w
orm

s all are good 
choices for largem

outh bass.  W
ax w

orm
s, m

aggots, or sm
all w

orm
s are usually a good choice to attract bluegill 

and other sunfish species to bite.  A
 sm

all hook (# 10 or sm
aller) is the best bet for successful bluegill fishing.  

Yellow
 perch m

ay be caught on w
orm

s or m
innow

s.  Channel catfish can be caught relatively close to shore from
 

spring through fall.  Shrim
p, nightcraw

lers, or chicken liver are preferred baits for channel catfish.  A
 sliding 

sinker rig, using a sw
ivel to keep the w

eight from
 hitting the hook (such as w

hat w
ould be used for fishing for 

bass w
ith plastic w

orm
s) w

ill w
ork w

ell.  A
 # 4 hook is a preferred size to use for catfish.  
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A
nglers w

ho catch a big fish should enter their prize in the Fish O
hio angler recognition program

.  A
 fish 

qualifies for an aw
ard if it m

eets the m
inim

um
 length requirem

ent set for the Fish O
hio program

.  A
pplications 

are available online at FishO
hio.org.
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The nearest w

ildlife district office is located at 912 Portage Lakes D
rive, A

kron, O
hio 44319 (phone num

ber:  
330-644-2293).  The M

uskingum
 W

atershed Conservancy D
istrict is located at 1319 Third Street N

W
, Post O

ffice 
Box 349, N

ew
 Philadelphia, O

hio 44663 (phone num
ber:  330-343-6647).


